
 
Americanism 

Department President’s Theme                        National President’s Theme 
 “Growing Stronger for Our Veterans”    “Serving America’s Heroes” 
 

Program Goals 
Flag Education, POW/MIA Recognition, Star Family Recognition 

 

POW/MIA display and presentation guidelines center on honoring missing service members 
through strict flag precedence and the solemn "Missing Man Table" ceremony. 
 

Flag Display Protocol 
 Single Flagpole: The POW/MIA 

flag must fly directly below and 
be no larger than the United 
States flag. 

 Separate Flagpoles: The U.S. 
flag must always be placed to the 
right (the observer's left) of all 
other flags. 
 
 

 

 Mandatory Dates: Public law mandates displaying 
the flag on six national observances: Armed Forces 
Day, Memorial Day, Flag Day, Independence Day, 
National POW/MIA Recognition Day, and Veterans 
Day. 

 Indoor Presentation: Official indoor sets (like the 
Sunward Flag Presentation Set) feature an 8-foot 
oak pole paired with a weighted brass stand and 
ceremonial nylon flags

The Missing Man Table Ceremony 
The table is set for a single person to represent the frailty of a lone prisoner and symbolize their 
absence. 

 White Tablecloth: Symbolizes the purity of their intentions when answering the nation's 
call. 

 Empty Chair: Signifies that the service member is not present. 
 Single Red Rose / Yellow Ribbon: Reminds families and friends of the ongoing hope 

for return. 
 Slice of Lemon & Salt: Represents the bitter fate of captivity and the tears of waiting 

families. 
 Inverted Glass: Indicates that the missing cannot toast with the attendees that evening. 
 Candle: Symbolizes the enduring light of hope. 

 
August 1: Air Force Day – 
Commemorates the establishment 
of the U.S. Air Force. 
August 4: Coast Guard Day – 
Celebrates the founding of the U.S. 
Coast Guard in 1790. 

August 7: Purple Heart 
Day – Honors the men 
and women who were 
wounded or killed in 
combat. 
 

August 10: Agent 
Orange Awareness Day 
August 14: Navaja 
Code Talkers Day 
August 19: National 
Aviation Day 

 

 
 
Approved by: 
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Lanaie Reed 
Americanism Chairman 

Dept of Florida 2026-2027 
AmericanismFL@gmail.com 

#AmericanismFL  

August 2026 
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Patriotic Instructor 
August 2026 

Department President’s Theme             National President’s Theme 
“Growing Stronger for Our Veterans”             “Serving America’s Heroes” 

The VFW Auxiliary uses meeting rituals to honor fallen veterans, promote patriotism, ensure 
orderly meetings, and maintain organizational unity. These structured traditions—such as 

specific gavel raps, opening/closing prayers, and flag salutes—keep members aligned with the 
group’s historical values and mission. 

 

The Auxiliary observes these traditions to accomplish several goals: 
 

 Honoring Fallen Comrades: Rituals 
such as opening and closing the Bible 
and specific chaplain prayers treat 
the meeting space as sacred ground 
to remember veterans who have 
passed away. 

 Promoting Patriotism: Standardized 
practices—such as the heart salute 
to the Flag or military salute for 
veteran members—demonstrate 
unwavering respect for the country 
and the flag. 

 

 Ensuring Order and Efficiency: Specific 
traditions like using specific raps of the gavel 
(e.g., one rap for attention, two to rise, three to sit) 
and requiring members to address the President 
prevent chaos and keep business discussions on 
track.  

 Fostering Continuity: Following a documented 
format (like the Traditional or Contemporary 
Agendas outlined in the VFW Auxiliary Podium 
Edition) helps members and new posts stay 
united under the same national values.

 

While the traditional floor work helps maintain these historical bonds, local 
chapters can opt for "Roundtable" meetings that omit the strict rituals if they 

need to prioritize time efficiency. 
 

     August 3rd:  

National Friendship Day 

     August 10th:  

National S'mores Day 

    August 15th:  

National Relaxation Day  

    August 30th:  

National Beach Day       

         

Reference the PODIUM EDITION BYLAWS AND RITUAL for more details 

 

 

Lanaie Reed 

Patriotic Instructor 

Dept. of Florida 26-27 

AmericanismFL@gmail.com 
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                 “BUDDY” POPPY 
                                    August 2026 

            FIND YOUR HOMETOWN HEROES 

OUR NATIONAL PRESIDENT DONNA MILLS THEME: 

“SERVING AMERICA’S HEROES” 

NOT ALL HEROES WEAR CAPES …….   “OURS WEAR BOOTS” 

FIND YOUR HERO IN YOUR POST OR COMMUNITY & THEN HONOR THEM 

HEROES ARE EVERYWHERE!  SELECT ONE or MORE HEROES   

WHO MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE. 

Honor them with a Lunch or Dinner  

Use the  “Buddy” poppies to make corsages or boutonnieres for your Heroes 

Wrap Silverware with the “Buddy” Poppy and decorate with them 

Plan a program and Invite children to sing patriotic songs 

Hold a special game night with 25 cent bingo just for fun -give slippers or puzzles or books 

Give them a spa day-haircut or pedicure 

Create a wall of heroes with their pictures / Honor them with a Thank-you for your Service coin 

With so many Heroes you may want to make this a quarterly event  

It’s up to each of you and your auxiliary to honor these heroes!. 

REMINDER 

SCHOOL OF INSTRUCTION: 

BRING YOUR DISPLAYS DOWN SATURDAY MORNING WITH CORRECT INFORMATION. 

WATERING CAN NO TALLER THAN 18”AND 12” WIDE 

INCLUDE 1 BUDDY POPPY IN ORIGINAL FORM 

NUMBER OF POPPIES NAME AND POST & DISTRICT # ON ENVELOPE  

MUST BE TAPED TO BOTTOM OF DISPLAY 

ALL DISPLAYS MUST BE PICKED UP BEFORE CLOSING SOI 

    MARY CONKLE 

        “Buddy” Poppy Chairman         
        mmac2123@comcast.net 
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Dept. of Florida President 
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Everyone should be GREEN; however, we know that 
is not always the case.  Is your Auxiliary growing in 
membership each year? Do you have new/different 
officers and chairpersons each year? Are you 
reporting in most if not all programs?  Are you doing 
different and exciting events & programs each year, & 
are you listening to all your members?    
 
If you answered NO to any of these questions, you 
are heading toward YELLOW and possibly RED.   
 
The more questions you answered NO to moves you 
closer to RED.   
 
If your auxiliary is moving away from GREEN in any 
way please contact your District President, Chief of 
Staff, or Department President for guidance.  District 
Presidents please inform Dept. Pres. or  Chief of Staff 
for help to strengthen  our auxiliaries.  It is easier to 
assist when your straying from GREEN, then when 
you are a Bold RED light.  RED light Auxiliaries 
usually experience suspension at some point, which 
is not a bad thing.  It just means that your Auxiliary 
needs to regroup with some guidance from 
Department! 

Be Honest with yourself and the Auxiliary ! 
 

 

EXTENSION  &     

REVITALIZATION  

August 2026 
 

The world is changed by your example not by your opinion!            

Paul Coelho 

Debbie McCollum, Chairman & Chief of Staff 
Ucfnole21@yahoo.com 

 

 

What Color is your Auxiliary? 

Approved by: 

Dept. of Florida President 
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Kathy Ingall 
2025-2026 Dept of Florida  
 Historian / Media Relations 
vfwauxflhistorian25.26@gmail.com 

 

This month, begin researching your auxiliary’s past while documenting today’s activities. Interview 
longtime members and ask about favorite memories, challenges, traditions and accomplishments.  
 

Their words become priceless history.  
 

 Use the 5 W’s  
 
 

Do you know when your Auxiliary was established and who were the Charter members? 
Use MALTA to discover this information – talk with your more seasoned members, they are sure to 
have stories to tell. 
  
Preserving Auxiliary history means protecting today’s records so future generations can learn from 
your service and accomplishments.  

 

A combination of digital storage and proper care of original materials provide the best long - term 
preservations and easy access.  

 

A few recommended digital platforms are: Cloud Storage, Google Drive and USB flash drives.  
  
Monthly challenge: Capture Your District & Auxiliary’s Beginning- 

 Take a group photo of your officers and members at your next meeting.  

 Interview at least three longtime members and record one favorite memory from each.  
 
Look in MALTA Resources for more information on Press releases, photo tips, sample speeches just 
to name a few.  Have fun documenting your District & Auxiliary events!       

YEAR END AWARD 
One award in each membership class for the most unique digital record of your Auxiliary history since being established and MUST publish it to a 

digital platform for future members of their Auxiliary. 
Entry form is required and available is available on the Dept. Website under Programs – Historian/Media Relations  

and also  in MALTA under Member Resources. 
VFW Auxiliaries must send the required entry form to the Department Historian & Media Relations Chairman by March 31, 2027 for judging 

Dates to remember: 
 

Purple Heart Day - August 7 
National Navajo Code Talker Day - August 14 

National Aviation Day – August 19 

Preserve the Past - Celebrate the Present - Inspire the Future
Historians are more than record keepers – we are storytellers 

preserving the heart of the Auxiliary. 
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Hospital/V.A.V.S. 

CHRISTMAS IN OCTOBER 

Christmas in October donations are now part of the 

Circle of Champions. 

Our VAVS Representatives and Deputies can use 

your financial support this holiday season. 

     

**Your donations will provide needed items that the 

VA cannot supply. 

**Holiday gatherings with the residents of the CLC 

and the Domiciliary. 

**In-patient and out-patient events. 

**Food for Veterans and Veteran families with 

financial insecurities. 

**Checks payable to the Dept. of Florida 

Use contribution worksheet (available on Dept. website) 

Treasurer Cindy Estell, P.O. Box 55850 

St. Petersburg, Fl. 33732-5850 

Must be paid by October 31,2026 



Hospital Program 

August 2026 

Program Goals: 

*Volunteer Recruitment and Recognition     *VAVS (CDCE) *Women Veteran’s 

Health Care   *Honors Escort 

“Growing Stronger for Our Veterans” 

“Gardening with Grace and Goals” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

    Karen Heikkila 

                                                                                      Hospital Chairman 

                                                                                           VAVS Representative 

                                           Women Veterans 

  Women Veterans comprise 15% of active duty, and 18% of 

the Guard and Reserve.  Their healthcare is important to us as 

well as caring for them as they transition back into civilian life.  

The VA benefits include many things like disability, education, 

and training.  We can help by contacting the Volunteer Services 

office at your local VA hospital or clinic. Ask them for a “needs 

list” for women veterans, which may include clothing, food and 

toiletries.  The Women Veteran Benefits website is:               

https://www.benefits.va.gov/persona/veteran-woman.asp.  

Sharing this website with a woman veteran may just provide the 

necessary tools needed for a happy and healthy life. 

    *Plant the seeds by recruiting, and watch your volunteers 

  Blossom with Kindness, Caring and Love.  Recognize your  

 volunteers with certificates of appreciation and pins for  

 hours earned. 

  

Karen Heikkila 
                                                                               
V.A.V.S. Representative 
                                                                                  
Hospital Chairman 
                                                                          
hospitalauxfl@yahoo.com 
 

Approved by: 

Dept. of Florida President 

Kathy Wright 

https://www.benefits.va.gov/persona/veteran-woman.asp


August 2026 

Program Goals: 

*Volunteer Recruitment and Recognition *VAVS (CDCE) 

*Women Veteran’s Health Care   *Honors Escort 

“Growing Stronger for Our Veterans” 

“Gardening with Grace and Goals” 

 

*Why do we support the Veterans Administration? 

Because we want to “Honor America’s veterans by providing Exceptional 

healthcare that improves their health and wellbeing”. 

  * We, individually, or as an Auxiliary group can assist in the veterans’ care by hosting 

recreational activities at a nursing home, Community Living Center or Domiciliary. We may 

escort wheelchair patients, assist the Volunteer Service Specialists, serve coffee and snacks 

(comfort tabling), hand out homemade cards, or simply provide companionship to the patients.  

   * Celebrating traditional holidays with our veteran patients is important, just as the “every day” 

days when our veteran patients feel alone and lonely. Think of days when you were “under the 

weather”, and someone called you, or stopped by with a bowl of soup. Kindness and caring is the 

Auxiliary’s prescription for healing. 

   * Would YOU like to be a certified volunteer? After the vetting process, and you receive an 

official identification 4badge, you can volunteer a few times a week, or a few times a month.  

Awards are given by the VA annually, for hours earned, and special recognitions.  This is in 

addition to awards from the Auxiliary.  Are you interested? 

   * Being a certified volunteer holds the most prestigious volunteer position representing our 

organization in their VA Medical Center. 

                                                                                  

 

 

                                                                                               

                                                                                         

Veterans Affairs Voluntary Services 

Center for Development and Civic Engagement 

Approved by: 

Dept. of Florida President 
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Hospital Chairman 

V.A.V.S. Representative 
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Dept of Florida VFWA -LEGISLATIVE  - August 2026 
Be an Advocate – Be Informed – Be Engaged 

Are you planting emails to Legislators Gardening for Goals 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vote – Remind members to make their voice heard and encourage early 

primary voting August 8-15, Primary Election  August 18, 2026 
        Contact your County Supervisor of Elections for the early voting schedule for your county.  

 

AWARDS: - You are doing the work, do the report! How many members contacted their 

Legislators?, Have you attended community events where your legislators attend-ASK them 

how they are supporting Veterans Legislation. 

  

Approved by: 

Dept. of Florida President 
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Are you using MALTA Legislative Resources to help members 

Tools & Resources – 

 Guide to Contacting your Legislators – 
o Look up your Representatives 

https:/votervoice.net/VFW/Address 

 Auxiliary Involvement in Elections and Political Activities –  
Do’s & Don’ts key information on how to represent yourself and Auxiliary 

 Action Corp Weekly information – Priority Legislation and Sign 

Up:  www.votervoice.net/VFW/home 

o Click and tell Congress to oppose Veterans Bill Cuts 

o Tell your representative to sign discharge petition 
 

Don’t Forget to use Hashtag when posting on social media: 
#vfwflauxlegislation   #AuxiliariesinAction 

S. W.A.P.- Have you or your auxiliary created a special event or 

working on something related to Legislative, send me your ideas 

and I will share with others.   REPORT…REPORT 

 

Friday, September 18, 2026 

Have you coordinated plans with your post for  

 Prisoner of War/Missing in Action Day.   

Does your post need new flags, suggest to your members to purchase a new 

flag and present at this ceremony to hang all year long. Over 80,000 MIA 

veterans are still missing and being searched for.  

Does your Post have any POW/MIA family members? 

 

 

Betty Bailey 

Legislative Chairman 

bann652@aol.com 

https://myfloridaelections.specialdistrict.org/find-your-county-s-supervisor-of-elections
http://www.votervoice.net/VFW/home
mailto:bann652@aol.com


Membership/Mentoring August 2026 -
Goals - Include and Engage
Hopefully your Auxiliaries spent time in June and July Inviting
new members and current members back into your Auxiliaries
and Posts! Now it’s time to include them in what’s in store for
2026-2027!
August is upon us and we want to include our members in our
meetings and planning for all the wonderful activities and events
this year!  Engage with your membership via emails, flyers, and social
media.

1. Have you emailed your entire membership?  Reminding your
members when your monthly meetings are, showcasing all the
national Programs, encouraging new ideas to be brought to your
meetings?  Communication is key to your Auxiliaries success. 

2. Do you have a Facebook page where you can include your members
on what is happening within your Auxiliary and at your Post.  Do you
have a creative Auxiliary member who can create fun flyers to
advertise your activities and events?  Do you send out Weekly or
Monthly newsletters? 

3. If you haven’t already, a planning meeting is imperative to work with
your Post and create events throughout the year, start the planning
process early.  Engage with your members and encourage new ideas
and don’t be afraid to ask for help. 

4. September is a busy month with several important dates which create
opportunities for your Auxiliaries to thrive. This August look ahead and
plan activities for example on Patriot Day 9/11 and VFW Day 9/29.

5. Did your Auxiliary participate in the 25% off converting to life sale? We
encouraged this special to run from July 1 to August 30.  I want to hear
from you and hear about your results. 

Holly Evans
Membership/Mentoring 
Chairman 2026-2027
hadams1221@hotmail.com

M.A.L.T.A. is up and
running!  Please take
the time to acquaint
yourself with all the 

features our 
Membership App

 has to offer!  

Just a few amazing tools M.A.L.T.A. offers
for Auxiliary Membership...
Membership Resources available in each 
of our National Programs.

Membership drive tools:
Flyers, eligibility wheel, membership QR Code
and membership applications.
Membership Summary Reports - Where does
your Auxiliary stand in membership compared
to your previous year?
Renewal letters for our Annual Members, these 
are easy to pull and simple to print. Your 
annual members name and address is already 
on the letter. National did all the hard work.
Membership cards are available for
members to print off or download to their
phone. Starting this fall National will only be
sending out Lifetime membership cards.  
You will need to show any new Annual
members where they can find their card on
M.A.L.T.A. 

mailto:hadams1221@hotmail.com
dktil
Typewritten Text
Approved by:
Dept. of Florida President
Kathy Wright



 

Vfwnationalhome.org 

132 videos to watch on  “YouTube” 

Educate your Auxiliary about 

National Home 

 

Purchase a Brick a “Forever Legacy” 

4”x8” Brick $100.00 

3 Lines 

 Proceeds support the home’s ongoing mission 

                   Application for Brick 

 

 

VFW NATIONAL HOME  

                                            August 2026 

   Ideas for a Fundraiser to support  

              VFW National Home 

Fall event, Craft show, Octoberfest, 

Family freedom festival, etc. 

 

Membership contest winner receives a 

Brick or a lifetime membership to the 

VFW National Home. 

Get Creative in your Auxiliary. 

 

Give a Brick or Membership as a Gift. 

 

Jeanne F Laurine 
VFW National Home 
Jeannelaurine8@gmail.com 
 

 
 

INFORMATION 

QR Code 

Our State Commander Randy Cash’s 

Special Project is the future VFW 

Florida #2 Home, being built at the 

VFW National Home in Michigan. 

End of 2026 targeted for completion. 

We will need the Department of 

Florida Auxiliaries donations to help 

with  maintenance for both Florida 

Houses.  Please send a check to 

Dept of Florida Treasurer Cindy 

Estell. Must fill out CONTRIBUTION 

worksheet. Specify for Maintenance 

“ VFW Florida National Home” 

Approved by: 
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DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT’S THEME: 

“GROWING STRONGER FOR  

OUR VETERANS” 

DEPARTMENT PRESIDENTS SPECIAL PROJECT 

AUGUST 2026 

NATIONAL PRESIDENT’S THEME: 

“SERVING AMERICA’S HEROES” 

HEY THERE FLORIDA FAMILY!!!  The Florida heat is upon us, so let’s cool off 

with a game of “Did You Know”. Always fun to learn ! 

Did you know ????? 

Periwinkle (light lilac) is the color chosen to represent 

Esophageal Cancer ?? 

April is Esophageal Cancer Awareness month ?? 

Esophageal Cancer is linked to GERD, smoking and 

excessive alcoholic beverage consumption ?? 

Esophageal Cancer grows slowly and silently, with no 

noticeable symptoms for years ?? 

Esophageal Cancer is more prevalent among men than 

women ?? 

9 out of 10 Esophageal Cancers are diagnosed in those 

who are 55 years of age or older ?? 

All donations to the Department President’s Special 

Project must be accompanied by a Contributions       

Report form which is available on the Department  

website ?? 

Did You Know? 

The yellow ribbon tied around the red  

rose at the traditional Missing Man    

Table ceremony symbolizes the families’ 

wait for answers ?? 

September is POW / MIA Month ?? 

An integral part of the Bring Them 

Home Project by the DPAA  includes 

FRS which stands for Family Resource 

Sample. This includes gathering DNA 

from surviving family members to help 

with identification ?? 

Contributions to the Joint Project 

“Bring Them Home” should be reported 

under Veterans and Family Support and 

can be made through MALTA?? 

 

Have you decided what kind of fundraiser you’re going to do?  How about  a “bag raffle” or a 

Quarter Auction? Maybe a special dinner with a silent auction or basket raffle??  REACH OUT to 

me if you need help / ideas.   GO FOR THE RED HIBISCUS LEVEL!!     TEAM WRIGHT!! 

UNTIL NEXT TIME FLORIDA….. 

REMEMBER NO  ONE IN THIS FAMILY FIGHTS ALONE!! 

Becky Kieffer              

Dept. Pres. Special Project   

Chair 

Approved by: 

Dept. of Florida President 

Kathy Wright 



 

 
Dept. of Florida VFW Auxiliary 

Scholarships Program August 2026  
 

August brings students, teachers and families back together. 
This is the perfect time for every Auxiliary to cultivate strong 

school and community partnerships, place scholarship 
information directly into students’ hands and help young 

people begin before the October deadline. 

August Action Challenge: Plant Five New 

Connections 

Before the end of August, contact at least five schools or community 
partners and share the 2026–2027 scholarship opportunities. 

• Guidance counselors and scholarship coordinators 

• English, history and social studies teachers 

• JROTC programs and student leadership groups 

• Homeschool networks, libraries and youth organizations 

• Art teachers and community art programs 

Voice of Democracy Spotlight 
For students in grades 9–12. Entrants prepare a 3–5-minute recorded 

audio essay and submit a typed copy based on the theme: 

“What a Veteran Taught Me About America” 
Student deadline: October 31, 2026 

 

Please reach out to me if you have any questions!   

Scan the QR code below for more information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Patriot’s Pen Spotlight 
For students in grades 6–8. Entrants submit a 300–400 word written essay 

using the same 2026–2027 theme. 

Student deadline: October 31, 2026 

Work Hand in Hand with Your VFW Post 

Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen are VFW programs. Coordinate 
with your local participating Post before sharing submission instructions. 

• Confirm the Post Scholarship Chairman and best contact information. 

• Ask whether the Post is accepting entries through Scholars App, by 
email with permission, or directly at the Post. 

• Request the current official entry forms and use the Post’s exact 
submission directions. 

• Offer Auxiliary help with school outreach, reminders, publicity and 
participant recognition. 

Make Back-to-School Outreach Easy 
When contacting schools, provide one clear message: the theme, eligible 

grades, required format, October 31 deadline and the local VFW Post 
contact. Ask that the information be shared through school 

announcements, newsletters, scholarship portals, classroom assignments 
and parent communications. 

Help Students Grow 
• Arrange for a veteran to speak with local students or youth groups 
about service, citizenship, and lessons learned. 

• Set up a Scholarships Information Table or display at a library, school 
open house, community center, youth event, or local festival 

• Encourage original work and remind students to carefully follow every 
entry requirement. 

•Follow up in September so interested students do not lose momentum. 

Recognition Starts Now 
Begin planning a “Red Carpet” celebration for all scholarship 

participants—not only the winners. Certificates, photos, refreshments, 
patriotic decorations and a chance for students to share their work can 
make every entrant feel valued. Department and National Red Carpet 
award entries are due to the Department Scholarships Chairman by 

March 31, 2027. 

Report the Work You Are Growing 
Reports may include school contacts, entry-form distribution, social media 

promotion, Post coordination, scholarship presentations, donations, 
meeting motions, student follow-up and recognition plans. homeschool 

groups, libraries, youth groups, JROTC programs, and community art 
organizations. If in doubt, ask me! 

. 

 

 

 

Stoney Lawrentz-Edwards 

Scholarship Chairperson  
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Goals 
VFW Veterans & Military Support Programs 

Assist Veterans, Service Members and their Families 
Promote Veteran and Military Suicide Prevention and Mental Health Awareness 

There are many parts to this programs to discover this year and below is a list of things that you can do and 

report on.   

VFW’s National Veterans Service 

Student support Grants 

Adopt a Unit 

MAP– Military Appreciation Program 

Student Veteran Grant support 

VFW Foundation Grants 

Disaster Relief 

Uniting Veterans 

VFW Mental Wellness campaign 

Veteran Crisis Line 

With these ideas how can 
you grow the program and 

make it your own  

  

  

 

 Suicide prevention is the month of September, but did you know September 10th is also 
World Suicide Prevention Day.  September is a great time to make sure there is information around your 
post available to those who are in need of help.  Mental illnesses like PTS and depression and financial diffi-
culties can lead to suicide.  Remember those  around you such as your Veteran, family members, friends 
and First Responders who might be in crisis. As an auxiliary how can you get the message out that the VFW 
is a safe place and let our veterans know that we are there for them.  Consider having a table available at 
every function with information on how to get help.  

You can find more information at  https://www.vfw.org/assistance/mental-wellness 

 

Department of Florida 

Veterans and Family Support 
            August 2026 Gardening With Grace  Growing Stronger for Our Veterans 

When you do anything to promote the National President’s Project please report under Veterans and  
Family Support. If you donate, please report the funds under Americanism. 

Kelly Barr 

Veterans and Family Services Chaiman 

Kabarr66@msn.com  

Approved by: 
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★ Illustrating America Art Contest ★ 
The Illustrating America art contest encourages students in grades K through 8 to explore their 

artistic talents by creating original artwork that reflects patriotic themes. This national 
competition helps young artists gain confidence and recognition while allowing them to express 

their love of country creatively. We should all be excited to see the world through the eyes of 

our youth! 🎨 
Use the press release found on MALTA – Member Resources - Youth to announce the contest to 

your community, reach out to local schools and use social media. 
 

 ★ NEW DEADLINES! ★  

Date What’s Due 

December 15 Student entries due to the Auxiliary for judging. 

January 1 
Optional: 1st place winner in each grade division from 
each Auxiliary due to the District for judging. 

January 15 
1st place winner in each grade division from each 
Auxiliary or District due to Department Chairman Sherri 
Golder for judging. 

January 31 
1st place winner in each grade division from Department 
must be received by National for judging. 

🗽 ★ Who Can Enter 

 Open to students in grades K–8 enrolled in 

public, private, parochial, home school, U.S. 

territories/possessions, or eligible overseas 

school programs. 

 Students do not need to be related to a VFW or 

VFW Auxiliary member. 

 Students must be lawful U.S. permanent 

residents or have applied for permanent 

residency and intend to become U.S. citizens. 

 Foreign exchange students, students age 15 or 

older, and previous national winners in the same 

grade division are not eligible. 

🎨 ★ Artwork Rules 

 Artwork must be original, two-dimensional, and 

completed during the current school year. 

 Use canvas or paper only; canvas must be on a 

stretcher frame or canvas board, and paper must 

be reinforced with heavy paper. 

 Size must be between 8” x 10” and 18” x 24”, 

including mat. 

 Accepted media include acrylic, chalk, crayon, 

ink, marker, pastel, pen, pencil, tempera, 

watercolor, glitter, and similar media. 

 No wood, metal, plastic, or glass frames. Mats 

are allowed. 

 Coloring sheets, digital art, and photography are 

not accepted. 

 Submit a completed, legible entry form with 

parent/guardian signatures. Print student name, 

age, and grade level on the back of the artwork. 

🦅 ★ Entries are judged on patriotic theme and artistic technique. ★ 🦅 

Entry forms can be found:  Youth Activities –  Aux. Department &  National website  

Youth Activities     🎨             August 2026 

Sherri Golder 
Youth Chairman 

flyouth2627@gmail.com 
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